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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

OFFICE OF NATIONAL ‘ESTII'WI'ES

2 January 1957

STAFF MEMO: 1-57

SUBJECT: : TForces of Ferment in the USSR

1. It has been gencrally assumed in our estimates and elsewhere
that Soviet society and policy are in at least the first stages of
important evolutionary transformations, and that these are the natural
consequence of certain practical developments such cs: the emergence of
a technical and managerial buresucracy with diminished interest in
intornational adventurism, the enhanced prestige of the professional
military es a sober and stabilizing force, the liberalizing influcnce of
education, realization of the destructive power of atomlc weapons, and
the general desire to set*le down and reconstitute the USSR's internstional
relations on & more "business-like" basis,

2. While these factors are of great importance, and, in many quarters,
insufficiently sppreciated, there are other more elusive and peculiarly
Russian forces at work which it is particularly important to bear in mind
in connection with recent signs of discontent in the USSR.* There is a
natural reluctance to include broad psychological and ideological factors
within the purview of intelligence estimates since such factors are difficult
to define and even more difficult to measure, However, to neglect them
can lead to very seriocus errors in judging probable Russian behavigr.
Dostoevsky, who understood ideological and psychological forces, wrote a
better Yestimate" of the future of Russian society than any statesman or
economist of his day. This memorandum discusses two factors - the speclal
role of the "intellipgentsia™ in Russia and the phenomencn of Great-Russian
chauvinism -~ which may prove to be the most important of sll the imponder-
ables on the Russlan scene today,.

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE INTELLIGENTSIA

3. If one thing is clear in the current umrest and discontent in
the USSR, it is the leading role played — as it was in Poland and Hungary —-
by writers and students, Ever since mid-1953 the writers have been pressuring
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the regime for groater liberties and, both in their writings end in pro-
fessionsl meetings, trying to undermine the suthority of party administra-
tora., After mumerous attempts to define and hold a new 1line, the regime
has bee:x confromted in the last few momths with gsevara) blunt attacks om
the vaiidity of the long sacred doctrine of "Sociclist Realism® ag an
ideology far the artist, OSince the denigration of Stalin and particularly
since +he uprisings in Eastern Burope, this older generation of disaffected
intellectuals has been joined by at least some olements of the student
population., Student jnsubordination has been widely reported in the Soviet
presr. during the past few weeks, and there have been aye-witness reparts

of rtudent meetings st which spontaneous and almost universal disapproval
of the official line has been manifested, Lerge numbers are ¥nown to have
welked out of several meetinrs in protest at the official line on Hungary,
The Moscow University neuspaper admitted to 200 recent expulsiocns "for
foilure to meet the study plan and poor disecipline,™ and there have been
ceports of expulsions elsewhere. '

4. The student phase of the protest movement may prove to be the
more drastic challenge to the regime, Indeed, it was the older intellectual,
Dudintsev, who found himself in the unfamiliar position of counselling mod-
oration at & riotous student meeting of 2 November when his new booky
"Not by Bread Alone," was discussed. Although the current student genera-
tion has had 118 \hde experience under the Soviet regime, it is precisely
these people who avwpear to be offering the most fundamental challenges
4o the regime -- in such developments as the resolution unanincusly adopted
by & Komsownl unit of Moscow University calling for more equal distribution
of income in the USSR, brosder information in the Soviet press, and the
publication of statistics on living gtandards outside the USSR and in
the reported publication of numerous illegal handbill-type newspapers
in the universities.

5. While these signs of unrest do not necessarily have immediate
political importance, they almost certainly have serious political impli-
cations. There is no precedent for such manifestations in Soviet society
eince the early twenties, While our only {irm information is from Moscow,
it ig pafe 1o assume ~ in view of the widespread discussion of this problem
in the provincial press (including reported expulsion of students as far
afield as the Primorsky Krai) — that these phenomena are conalderably more
widespread. Demmnciation of "rotten moods;" tanarchism,” and "nihilism"
among students has been perhaps the most publiecized domestic issue in the
Soviet prass during the past few weeks; and reports of tdemagogic™ attacks

on party fipures have been printed in the provincial as well as the central
resse

L

the intellectuals nave suéfailsd

thelir sense of identity to a surprising degreey speaking naturally and
S R
R C—

Approved For Release 2005/06/22 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000500030060-9

25X1



25X1

Approved Kgy Release 2005/06/22 : CIA-RDP79TOQ$7A000500030060-9

SECRET NOFCRN

uneonselousiy of "we" ag a Ll i

government functionaries

atndents no longer ask ?

but when and how fucsia v ial development; they temd
to moot in small "eircles," are deeply concerned with rediscovering some
basis for individual integrity, snd — althouph lergely indifferent to
religion — find Dostosveky the most satlisfying of all Russian writers
to read. .

7. The revival of Dostoovsky, which has been a striking dovelopment
during the past year, is only a part of the general re-examinstion of the
Russisn past and the Russian heritage which has been opencd up in the wake
of the Twentisth Party Congress. An intoresting exsmple of drawing from
earlier Rursian tradition may lie in the report that the 1llegal neuspaper
at the Unive sity took the format and the title of Herzen®s Bell, Rumsia’s
first 11leral emegre journal vhich appeared almost exactly a century agos
Another curious throwvack to the pact is the interest in Polish developments
emong Hussian intellectusals, who now reportodly buy up and discuss heterodox
Polish nublications vithin a few hours of their appearance on Soviet bock-
stands. The Ruselan intelligentsis has alvays had a deep fecling of guilt
towards and identification with the Poles, and was prompted to form its
first effective revolutionary organizetion in the 1860%s largely by the
repression of the Polish uprising of 1863,

8, The sbove oxamples suggest that the recent profusion of intellectual
discontent in the USSR may represent to a conslderabls d-gres the reappesrance
of an old Russian tradition, that of the radical intelljipgentsia, "Intelligentsia®
45 a Russian word; and the inclusion of the "intelligentsia® as a class along-
side the workers and peasants as leaders of "progressive humanity" is a purely
Russisn emendation to Marxist philoscphy. Intelligentsia, in the traditional
Ruseian understanding of the word, does not just mean "intellectuals® in the
narrover Wastern ssnse; nor does it mean only those vho live by or engnge in
conceptual thoupht rather than practical activity. The intelligentsla as a
coherent and self-consclous class in modorn Russien history derived its
unity from the sense of a common seerch for truth -- vhat the most influential
nineteenth century radical edlsd "ths two~gided truth —— cobjective, sclentlfic
truth, and subjective moral truth."

9. This thirst for absolute truth and a concommitant hatred of pettinsse,
cant, and buresucracy (all subsumed under the supreme term of recrimination
in ninsteenth century Russin, meshchsnstvolues the result of Russia’s primitive
roligious and rhilosophical tradltions, which hed undergone little leavening
by the more definition—conscious traditions of Latin thought, let alome the
comon sense of Aristotle, This Eastern, Flatonic fascinstion with absclute
truth (grayds) continued to hold great suay over Rusrian thought even when
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religion was left behind. Stalin and Molotov were educated in seminaries;
ard, when Lenin wsg casting about for an anpealing slogan for his own
Journal in the early twentieth century he calied it not "Unity," "Humanity,"
or "The Daily Warker', but Truth. The quarrel of the intelligenteia with .
Lerin-Stalin-Molotav today is essentially no different from that between
the Intelligentsla and the priestly ldeclogists of the Tsarist regime a
century ago: outrape that the regime lays claim to "™truth", yet is hope-
less’y mired in pettiness and bureaucracy. Then, as now, the fintelligents’
anpear to consider the only real contending forces to be themselves va,
virtually everyone in authority -- M"we® vs, "they". It is significant

that Dudintsev's term of abuse for the Soviet system is "paghehansky
commnism,” -

10, Thus, it may not be too much to say that ome of the first key
prerequisites for a revolutionary situation is coming inte being in tis
USSR: the alienation of the intellectual elite. Although few of the
other prerequisites appear to be satisfied, this "trahison des clercs" in
the Soviet system should be seen as a serious fallure cf the regime, and
not. Just as a case of hothouse academie controversy or "the Soviets’® version
of panty raids.” The post-Stalin leaders apperently made the mistake of
assuming — as Stalin never did —- that the Soviet system was inherently
stable, and that ~- unlike the regimes of Alexander I, Alexander 1T, ang
Nicholas II - it would not be fundementally disturbed by liberalizing
measures. Seeking to reintroduce vitality o«nd productivity to Soviet
1ife, the post-Stalin leadership has given new status and opportunities
to the intellectuals, and the intellectuals have apparently chosen to
became once more an "intellegentsia.®

1. A disaffected intelligentsia living within an sbsolutist state
has been, historica’ly, almost impossible to conciliste with plecemeal
reforms, It 1s interesting to remember that there was far greater unrest
among the intelligentsia in Russia after the great reforms & Alexander II
in the 1860%s than there had been before, There is, of courss, no way of
knowing with certainty that an intellipentaia in the old sense can or will
reemerge as a determining factor under the very different conditions of
the Soviet system and twentieth century technocratic civilization in genersal,
But, if the intelligentsis proves as vigorous and determlned ag is here
sugrested 1t may become, the Soviet leadership will probably feel under
increasing pressure to vesri te e Ne ideoloplcal intimidation, 25X1
1L not outright terror,
the Soviet Intell¥pentsla has Locome &G SHen1syY
and hesitant ©o taik with foreigners, The appointment of Molotov as
cultural tsar and the introduction of a new law permitting arbitrary arrest
for loosely-defined acts of "Thooliganism" may be the first foray into a
program of renewed oppression of this recaleitrant elsass,
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CREAT-RUSSIAN CHAUVINISM

12, A second element that has apreared in the current vave of unrast
is the apparent disaffection among some of the nationsl minorities in the
USSR, The first outbreak after the denigration of Stalin was the rioting
in Georgla; and it now appears — from the rrowing volume of rumors on
the subject -~ that a large-scele demonstration was probebly held in
Kaunas, Lithuania, early in November, On 5 December the Chairman of the
Presidium of the Lithuanian Supreme Soviet made a surprisingly alermed and
defensive speech, warning of the extreme dangers of Faseist provocations,

A speech four days later by the party first secretary admitted in only
slightly more composed lanpguage that Rungarisn developments ®had emboldened
reactionaries® and that sams groups by "idealizing bourgeois timss were

thus implanting incorrect views, esnecially among youth.® On 8 December,

the Belorussian provircial paper spoke in unusually strong terms of the

need to "give a decisive rebuff to those who sow distrust in the bases

of our Soviet society;" and at about the same time rumors begen to circulate
of some desertions by Ukrainian soldiers, of guerilla setion in the Cerpathian
region of the Ukraine, and even of unusual security precautions and scme
fighting in Kiev. While there has been no confirmation of those rumers 9

anlend marnled o 25x1

®r deliveries by "agricultural sabotape and strikes"
in Odessa and elaewhere.

13, Like the disaffection of the intellipentsia, the actual extent
of minority unrest is not as important as the fact of its recurrence along
classical lines: 1,e, the apparent sense of identification of some of the
subject minorities of the USSR with the fate of the more recently subjugated
peonles on the fringe of the empire.* It miet be remembered that areas
1like Lit'mania and even the Ukraine and Gaorgia have histories,; cultures 3
and languages as ancient and distinet as those of many of the present
states of Eastern Burope. The widespresd assumption that the impulse far
betterment in those parts of the USSR (as distinet from the satellites)
would not 1ink itself to national sepsratist slogans has perhaps been
based on a too-uncritical scceptance of Soviet claims to have overcome
this deep and traditional socurce of difficulty,
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1., These disaffected nationalist elements in the USSR do not 4in
all probebility have either the strength or cohesion to reprecent a serious
threat to the Soviet regime., The major effest of their remewed vigar at
this time may be merely to aggraviate and perhaps stimlate to new violence
one of the deepest and lcast understood impulses in Soviet society, that
of Great-Russian cheuvinism.

15. Great-Russian chauvinism was ome of the most~powerful driving
forces of the Stelin regime; and it is ome aspect of Stalin's approach
to which Khrushchev in particular has reverted on a number of occasions,
o onc of Lenin'’s last indictments of Stalin, he described this attitude
as that of “that very gemerically Russian men, the Qreat Russian, the
chauvinist, actuslly a villain and a ravisher, vho is the typical Ruscian
bureaucrat.” Ienin spoke of "the contempt with which we treated nen-Russians:
a Pole 18 always a 'Polakf, a Tartar is sarc.stically callsd a ‘count?,
o Ukrainian a YKhokhol?!, a Geargian ond other Caucasian nationsls a
*Capcasian ment,® He voiced fear that these minorities "will drown in
this chauvinistie ses of Great Russian rascality like a fly in milk."®

160 Actuelly this chauvinism is pert of a defense mechanism long
used to overcome a deep insecurity in the Russian make-up, This isolation
and uncertainty of self is basically caused by (1) the long series of
foreign invasions that Russia has endured — by the Teutonic !mights,
the Mongols, the Poles, the Swedes, the Lithuanians, the French, and
the Germans; and (2) a sense of Russia’s lack of a broad cultural base
and a kind of grudging peassant hotred of the more clever and refined
peoples, guch as the Jeus, Georglans, end Armenians within the USSR,
and the British, Germens and most Western diplomats without.,

17. The violent peuction of Soviet leaders to any forcible challenge
to thelr position and their extreme semsitivity to any accusation of being
"aneultured® or “barbaric” are part of the same basic insecurity which
1ies deep in the Russian conscicusness. It is important %o realize that
crude threasts and menacing gestures, although they may not be without
substance, are probably basically the result not so much of calculation
as of this basic insecurity vhich Russian lsaders have traditionmally
felt — and nome more strongly than the current crop which seoms at
times to be vacillating uneasily between cruel threats and childish
delight at being accepted personally in once-hostile circles abroade
Vany of Khrushchev's attitudes — his anti-Semitism, use of crude threats,
and insulting lanpuege — reflect this defense mechanism, His shows of
rudeness ard stridency may shock many; but, like Vyshincky's activities
at the UN, Khrushchev's appronch (not necessarily his policies) probably
appeels to many Great Russians, '

L A constantly recurring metaphor in Russian History — most recently

used by Zhukov at & Moscow reception when he told a Western diplomat that

the USSR could have crushed the Poles "like files™ if it had so desired.
= 6 R )
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18, The forces discusred shove - unlike most of the practical pressures
referred to at the outset - cut acrocs cless and economic boundaries.
Thus, the prcbable outcare in terms of Soviet soclety cannot be charted
solely on the basis of vhich clasces will emerpre as the most influential.
The new technical and managerial elite, for instance, will be subject to
both impulses and will probably not reasct as a unified class, Mich will
depend on the balance of slleglance that is struck by two important groups
vhich have not yet becom: politically articulates the professional military
and the poorer workers and peasantry.

19, The privilepged officer class - which secms destined to have
increasing political influence as the ultimste basis for power in a regims
with a devalued secret police - has traditionally been responsive to
chauvinistle apneals. The edded privileges they have been accorded by the
post~Stalin leadership may also serve to dissuade them from radieal ideas,
but cannot guarantee them against infection with the intellicentsiats
revoluticnary desires, :

20, The peaseniry and 1 ower levels of the mroletariat, whose classical
resentment of central authority has often been siphoned off by vars, pogroms,
etc,, have also bon traditionally emenable to chauvinistic prassures.
However, the possibility remains of an alliance between the Intelligentsia
~nd important elements in either of these groups, Awbassador Bohlen has
observed. that "the fusion of the workers® grievancos with the discontent
of the intellipentsia 18, I am sure, in Bolshevik eyes, the chief warning
wnich they would see in developments in Eastern Burops.® Thus, among
the most important questions for determining the real significance of the
current unrest in the USSR may well be (1) Which and how many people will
bacame affected by the movoment within the intelligentsia? and (93 Will
the Soviet leadership, confrontoed by the disaffectiom of the intelligentsia

&nd nationalist rovolts in the Setellite empire echoed to some extent in tie
USSRUs own pational minorities, resort to cheuvinist slopans and pechapa
adventurist policies to overcome t e ?
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